The American Civil War and “The War Prayer” Questions
1. What were the realities of the Civil War?
2. What imagery does Twain use at the beginning?
3. What imagery does Twain use when the heavenly messenger is talking?
4. Was it possible for both sides to “win?”
5. Was it possible for either side to “win?”
6. What were the most important events? Why?
7. What does the imagery at the beginning of “The War Prayer” make you think of? What do you picture?
8. What does the heavenly messenger want to convey to the people in the church?
9. Is this piece satirical? How you do know? What is Twain satirizing?
10. Looking back, do you feel that either side would have changed their decision regarding secession/war? Why?
11. What were some of the far reaching outcomes of the Civil War?
12. What are some areas of this text that are uncertain?
13. How does “The War Prayer” relate to the American Civil War?
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